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�Alplaus Fire Department Calls for October 2009 (thr u 10/29) 

 
Incident # 

 
Date 

 
Alarm 
Time 

 
Call Type 

 
Location 

 
# Fire 

Fighters 

Fire 
Fighter 
Hours 

000259  29 OCT 2009  17:40  Mutual Aid Scene  Droms R oad 3 1.1  
000258  29 OCT 2009  15:58  Mutual Aid Scene  Paradowski D rive  9 12.3  
000257  28 OCT 2009  10:00  Medical Emergency  Glenridge R oad 8 3.9  
000256  27 OCT 2009  10:33  Medical Emergency  Maple Ave nue  6 4.2  
000255  27 OCT 2009  09:08  Medical Emergency  Governor  Dr ive  6 3.7  
000254  25 OCT 2009  16:54  Medical Rescue  Maple Ave nue  5 4.7  
000253  24 OCT 2009  13:52  Vehicle Accident  Bruce and 

Glenridge 
5 3.4  

000252  22 O CT 2009  00:00  Medical Emergency  Glenridge R oad 1 0.4  
000251  18 OCT 2009  08:33  Mutual Aid Scene  Worden R oad 7 2.9  
000250  17 OCT 2009  20:41  Other Emergency  Hetcheltown R oad 5 6.9  
000249  17 OCT 2009  19:22  Mutual Aid Scene  Van Vorst Ave nue  4 2.5  
000248  17 OCT 2009  07:42  Medical Emergency  Maple Ave nue  8 0.8  
000247  15 OCT 2009  14:21  Mutual Aid Scene  Charlton R oad 8 1.7  
000246  15 OCT 2009  12:37  Medical Emergency  Glenridge R oad 8 3.7  
000245  14 OCT 2009  20:16  Mutual Aid Scene  Charlton R oad 4 5.6  
000244  13 OCT 2009  17:59  Mutual Aid Scene  Lakehill R oad 9 3.8  
000243  12 OCT 2009  18:34  Other Emergency  St.  Jude Lane  8 3.6  
000242  10 OCT 2009  16:52  Mutual Aid Scene  Birch Lane  7 1.1  
000241  07 OCT 2009  19:44  Medical Emergency  Woodcrest Ave  5 2.3  
000240  07 OCT 2009  19:33  Other Fire  Pinewood Dr ive  5 1.1  
000239  07 OCT 2009  19:30  Other Emergency  Hetcheltown R oad 5 1.7  
000238  07 OCT 2009  12:34  Public Service  St. Jude L ane  10 1.7  
000237  07 OCT 2009  12:19  Other Fire  Hetcheltown R oad 10 3.5  
000236  07 OCT 2009  12:10  Othe r Fire  Bath St reet  10 4.2  
000235  06 OCT 2009  08:35  Smoke Condition  Tryon Dr ive  7 1.5  
000234  04 OCT 2009  17:55  Medical Emergency  Mountainwood Drive  3 1.2  
000233  02 OCT 2009  12:18  Smoke Condition  Tryon Ave nue  6 0.9  
000232  02 OCT 2009  03:07  False Alarm 

Medical 
Saratoga R oad 5 2.3  
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A gloriously sunny and warm late October day, perhaps rivaling some of the best days this summer, made 
for a good crowd at the Alplaus Run-Around and lots of kids & parents at the Fire Company’s Halloween 
Party and Parade on the 31st.  Thanks go out to the AFD, the ARA, and all the volunteers who help make 
these events possible.  

   Perpetually in need of volunteers, the Alplaus Fire Department needs you.  Consider investing some of 
your time and talent in this important and rewarding endeavor, you will not regret it. 

  Alplaus FD will be making an appearance in the upcoming Schenectady Christmas Parade on Saturday 
November 21st, and the Tree-Lighting with Santa will be at the firehouse on Saturday December 5th.  Please 
join us! 
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�It's November and Election Day is almost 
here. Our traditional Election Day Bake 
Sale with pies, cookies and other treats will 
be on at the Alplaus Fire House on 
November 3rd.  Don’t forget to vote while 
you are there! 
   We have been able to secure a date for a 
CPR Class to be held at the fire house 
November 12th 6:30-9:30pm. Space is 
limited so if you are interested in this life 
saving class please contact Margaret @ 399-
7682. 
   We are already planning our Annual 
Holiday Cookie Sale for December 12th. 
This is also the time we prepare fruit and 
cookie baskets for our neighbors in need of 

some cheer. Please let us know if you have 
any names to add to our list. 
   Tracie Williams and her daughter walked 
in Washington Park on October 18th and 
raised another $135 for “Making strides in 
breast cancer”. Thank you Tracie for 
continuing to support this important event! 
We would like to see more people join in 
this annual activity, so we well keep you 
updated! 
   Our next meeting will be held November 
23rd at 7pm.Stop by and see what we are all 
about; we are always looking for new faces 
with new ideas!  
  
Happy Thanksgiving! 
�

______________________________________________________________________________ 
����

The Knitting Ladies of Alplaus 
  by Elizabeth Burke 

 
The Knitting Ladies of Alplaus meets every 
Thursday from 1 to 3 pm in the Alplaus 
Methodist Church.  The group meets to knit or 
crochet community projects. We have recently 
finished 187 children's hats to be donated to the 
Alpha Pregnancy Center of Schenectady.   
   The group also has made sweaters for the 
Guide Post Magazine Children's Sweater 
Project. These sweaters are shipped all over the 
world to help keep children warm.  This 
summer the group made preemie baby hats for 
local hospitals and chemo therapy hats for 
cancer patients.  
   The group is open to anyone who would like to join us.  If you would like to learn how to knit 
we have plenty of good teachers.  If you have any questions please contact Elizabeth Burke 399-
2072 or Mary Herrick 399-2113.�
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    by Shawna Thompson 

 
With all the rain we’ve had, one would think 
the only birds around would be Ducks! But 
that isn’t true at all. We are seeing some 
different birds that haven’t been spotted 
since last fall when they passed through on 
migration, or made their way here for the 
winter.  
   The tiny Brown Creepers are back. Watch 
carefully to spot one working its way up a 
tree trunk from the ground, looking for bugs 
hiding under the bark. When the bird gets 
level with the lower branches, he will fly to 
the foot of a neighboring tree and start 
another climb. Brown Creepers are hard to 
find because their coloration is great 
camouflage and they are very small.   
   Other birds you’ll see on tree trunks 
include Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers and 
White Breasted Nuthatches. The 
woodpeckers usually like it a little higher in 
the trees, and seem to constantly make their 

funny call. The Nuthatches climb down the 
trunks, head first, to the ground then fly up 
into the next tree. 
     It wasn’t hard to notice a huge flock of 
Grackles that spent a couple days in Alplaus. 
Maddie Hopkins was one of many that 
spotted them all over lawns and in the trees. 
If disturbed, they flew off all together to 
land a few lawns away. There were several 
hundred in this group, and they made quite 
an impressive sight. Late one afternoon I 
heard them in the trees between Bath Street 
and Bruce Drive. Hundreds and hundreds of 
Grackles filled the trees, and every one 
seemed to be calling out. What a Racket!  
     If you hear lots of noisy birds, or see 
anything interesting, call the Birdline at 399-
0490 or e-mail me at swanalaka@aol.com 
and share it with the rest of us. 
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E. GRAY WATKINS 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
GENERAL PRACTICE 

 
 REAL ESTATE 
WILLS, TRUSTS & ESTATES      371-6125 
CORPORATE LAW                      1745 RT. 9 
PERSONAL INJURY                  Clifton Park, N.Y. 
 



 

 
 

6

 

 
Notes from the Only Church in Alplaus�

 
Notes from the Alplaus Church 
 

As I write this on the eve 
of All Hallow’s Eve (better 
known as Halloween), I’m 
hoping we all remember that 
this date was originally meant 
to point to the next day - All 
Saints Day.  All Saints is a day 
to remember the saints who 
have gone before us - people 
whose example in this life 
shows us how to live as faithful 
disciples.   

 
Saints are not just those who have been beatified by the Church.  Saints are among us every 

day.  In particular at this moment I have Kirk Herrick in mind.  I knew him for too short a time 
but, oh, how I miss him!  I hope you took some time on November 1 to remember the people 
who have touched your life in a positive way, particularly those who we lost in the past year. 

 
This is busy season in the church.  In addition to our usual activities (community luncheon 

on the 10th, serving at City Mission on the 17th, and so on), we also are holding many committee 
meetings in preparation for our annual church meeting December 6th.  This keeps us a bit busy to 
be planning community activities but we hope to hold another roast beef dinner in mid-January. 

 
This is also the month for a national day of Thanksgiving.  It may not seem it at the moment 

with an economy in turmoil and threats of H1N1 flu with too little of the vaccine available, but 
we actually have much to be thankful for.  We have a new sewer system so that we can “flush 
with pride” which is now being extended to our Rexford neighbors.  We still have our post office 
which has not made any potential closure list.  We have a ladies knitting group headed by 
Elizabeth Burke who made teddy bear sweaters, prayer shawls, and 180 hats for the Alpha 
Pregnancy Center.  They meet Thursday afternoons at the church and beginners are welcome. 

 
We haven’t had any major catastrophes in town since the ice storm, power outage, and fires 

of last winter - may we not have a repeat this year!  And I’m sure each of you has many more 
blessings to add to the list.  I’m thankful that I now serve here in Alplaus.  May we all express 
our thanks to our God, not only on the official holiday, but every day. 
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29 th Annual Alplaus Run-around October 31, 2009 

    reported by Andy Gilpin 
 

Well folks, we had a great Run-around this year.  Great weather, a wonderful turn-out, plenty of 
volunteers, and great support from the community.  We couldn’t ask for anything more.  I 

overheard from several runners and volunteers that 
they felt a little strange not to have any rain; it just 
didn’t seem like the Runaround without some sort 
of precipitation.  For my part, I was happy to have a 
beautiful Fall day to showcase our great little town 
with this fun race. 
 
   We had a total of 16 runners of all ages in the 
One Mile Fun Run.  Several small children ran in 
this year’s race with Logen Casella winning the 
race with a time of 7:46.   
 

 GO!  The start of the Alplaus Run-Around 5K Race.  
 
   We had a total of 28 runners in the 5 K race.  This year’s race was very competitive and runners 
posted very good times.  The winning time was 17:21 by Chris Mancuso of Scotia.  The top 
female runner was Gwen Williams of Woodhaven, with a time of 24:00 and she also was the 
fastest woman runner from the Alplaus Fire District.  Mike McHale of Alplaus took the title of 
fastest male runner of the Alplaus Fire District. 
   Again, I want to extend a hearty thanks to all of the volunteers who came out and helped this 
year.  Each year they help make the race fun, safe, and rewarding for the runners. 
 

Full Results 
 
_______One Mile___________ ______________________5K______________________________ 
    
1. Logen Casella    7:46 1.  Chris Mancuso          17:21 15. Cindy Leveilee    27:33    
2. Dylan Sheely    8:34 2.  Greg Stevens           17:38 16. Matt Leavy        27:39 
3. Cole Hedden    9:33 3. William Kowal          19:22 17. Eric LaCoppola   27:40 
4. Will Hedden    9:40 4. Christopher Murphy  19:33 18. Joe Hein        27:53 
5. Maya Pomzal-Flanders  10:09 5. Mike McHale           20:06 19. Jack Berkery        28:18 
6. Tami Flanders  10:17 6. Paul Bennett           20:24 20. Jennifer Kehni     28:23 
7. Stella Blue Cassella 10:40 7. Jeff Cole           20:51 21. Bernadette Piniewski  28:34 
8. Immanuel Cassella 10:40 8. Brendan Durfee         21:01 22. Mary Breslin        28:41 
9. Tamesa Cassella 10:50 9. Matthew Letteer        22:20    23. Richard Daley      28:46 
10. Paul Cassella   10:50    10. Tucker Shelly           23:40 24. Colleen Smith      29:09 
11. Timmy McCorry 12:36    11. Gwen Williams        24:00 25. Lindsey Stevens  30:15 
12. Caleb Goldberg 12:46    12. Robyn Salvin            25:25 26. Shannon Gray      30:16 
13. Finley Watson 13:20    13. Jason Goldberg         25:40 27. Chris Rooney        38:04 
14. Kim Watson  13:20    14. Leon Barnish            25:51 28. Kris Rooney         38:05 
15. Pat Platel  16:00 
16. Mary Nowack 16:00   

 


